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INTRODUCTION. 1 


Tur following pages would not have appeared 
before the Public in anſwer to an Anonymous 


Publication, had not the writer conſidered that 
ſilence in the Friends of Methodiſm might be 
conſtrued into a tacit acknowledgment of the 
truth and juſtice of the charges brought againſt 
them. They, indeed, who know the Methodiſt 
Preachers, are in no danger of being miſled. But 
many who are not acquainted with them, who 
never heard any of thoſe Preachers, who are held 
out to the World as Fanatics, Enthuſiaſts, &c. 
are very liable to impoſition. If the reputa- 
tion and popularity of the Fanatics (ſo called) 
were the only things concerned, a reply, might 
be diſpenſed with; but a regard to truth, reli- 
gion, and the grand doctrines of the Reforma- 


tion, or rather, the doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, for- . 


bids a bare ſilent diſapprobation. 


All that is deſired of the Public, is a * 


diſpaſſionate, impartial examination of what is 
offered. 


_—_ 


(WY 
offered. Do not condemn men unheard. Do 
not pin your faith on any man's ſleeve. Do 
juſtice to yourlelves, as. men, by forming a judg- 
ment of yourown, AFTER, not BEFORE you have 
conſidered the merits of the cauſe. * TrRuTH 1s 
MIGHTY AND WILL PREVAIL.” 
The candid Reader muſt not expect any ſhow 
of learning: No pretence is made to it. Plain 
language is uſed, on a plain ſubject, in which 
plain people, as well as others, are intereſted, — 
hatever reception the following remarks tay ; 
meet with, the writer will have the ſatisfaction 
of having intended well; and will not ceaſe to 
pray "that the .* Catholic (Univerſal) Church 
may. be ſo guided and governed by the good | 
Spirit, that all who profeſs and call themfelves 
Chriſtians, may be led into the way of truth, 
and hold the faith in unity of Spirit, in the 
bond, of peace, and in righteouſneſs of life;“ 
and that * peace and happineſs, truth and juſtice, 
religlon TY piety, may. be eſtabliſhed amongft 
us to all eee 
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Rev. SIR, | art „ f 1 


Ir is the advice of an inſbired Writer to * Prove all 
things, and hold faſt that rohich is good.” And, bleſſed 
be God, in this favoured country, under the pro- 
tection of wholeſome laws, we have full liberty ſo 
to do. If any thing deſerves our attention and moſt 
ſtrict inveſtigation, it is the important ſubject of 
your Treatiſe. Charity, which © hopeth all things,” 
gives you credit for the purity of your intentions; 
your reſpeQtable ſituation in ſociety, as a Clergy- 
man, demands reſpect, and it would be wrong to 
controvert you opinions, merely for the ſak& of con 
troverſy. But the Apoſtolic advice, juſt mentioned, 


authorizes/an examination of your fentiments; and 


the arguments by which they are ſupported; and as 
you do not pretend to ertraordimary inſhlration or 
infallibility, you cannot reaſonably object to It: 
Your Pamphlet is, indeed, an appeal to the public, 
who are ſuppoſed to be capable of thinking for 
themſeives. It is hoped, thetefore, you will not be 


| offended, that an obſcure perſon takes the liberty 


to addreſs you from the preſs ; eſpecially as he in- 
tends to treat you in a manner ſuitable to your 

character. | . : 
_ You entitle your Publication a TazaTist on 
InsPIRATION, in which THE PRETENCE to E- 
TRAOKDINARY INSPIRATION is Confidered AND 
CLEARLY REFUTED,” And it ſeems to be levelled 
chiefly at the Methodiſt 13 to whom * 


88. 

tach the epithets, 6c Fanatics, and Enthifaſts. Nr 
readers, in general, it is probable, have no deter- 
minate ideas} affixed to theſę terms ; only they un- 
derſtand that they mean ſomething very ridiculous “. 
But before any man makes thoſe who are accounted 
* Fanatics, & c. objects of laughter, he ſhould be 
certain that they deſerve ſuch treatment; leſt he be 
found to © /if in the ſeat of the ſcornſul.“ 

I ſhall now proceed, in the fear of God, to ex- 
amine and make fome remarks on your Treatiſe. 
And let me beg, Sir; that yu will give the follow 
ing pages an attentive and candid peruſall. 
An the firſt place it may be obſerved, chat vou ſet 
out on wrong ground; repreſenting the Methodift 
Preachers as pretending lo extraordinary inſpiration, 
ke that with Which the Apoſtles were favoured. 
See page 1. In theſe days of Fanaticiſm, it highly 
imports the members of the Eſtabliſhed Church of 
this Kingdom to have right notions reſpetting in- 
3 becauſe the better they are grounded in 
the truth concerning it, the better they will be ſe- 
eured againſt the ſeduction of | thoſe fanatical 
Preaghers, who want to perſuade the world, and 
Who too often ſucceed in perſuading weak minds, 
that they are more inſpired than the Miniſters of 
the, National Church; as if God, with whom is no 
reſpect of perſons, reſpected and favoured then 
more thau others.“ 

Page Il, Nou ſay, 10 Vain Indodd. ridiculouſly 
Jain is the pretence to inſpiration, as ſet up by 
. enthuſiaſts. For as they are not endued 
I? ©3 Eft & i Ur ! 101 n 
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ot. Iti is very common 3 apy ting.i 18 faid Src the influences 
the" Holy Spirit, for ſome. erions to exclaim, * Enthuſiaſm ! 
iaſm ?” And 2 is to pd Mi the place, of realon and 
argument. 94 SU 3G.Y 
1. 21 * . 


=O. 
with power to work #titracle of any kind Whdtedery 
{ neither do they* —.— either ths gift of tongues; 
or any one of tho rnatural gifts, by which the 


Apoſtles were — to prove their divine miſſiom 
and inſpiration.“ Having obſetred, page 14, that 


« Methodift Preachers are in general very illiterate ;“ 


Yow'go\ on, page 15% Strange indeed it is; that men 
10 deficient in point of evangelical knowledge, as 
many of thoſe Preachers are, ſhould ever take it 
into their heads to fancy that _—_ are . e 1 
th Apoftles were? ! . 


«Theſe quotations, taken verkilidad) Wen me pages 


ferred to, very much miſrepreſent the principles 
and conduct of the” Methodiſt Preachers. Permit 
me, therefore, to ſet” this ſubject iu a juſt point of 
view; that you; Sir, and the World may judge how: 
far Nou have Exerciſed: Chriſtian . towards 
hem. [3 ROM! Tis Ty 3 we 100 To 100 [ 3/78 Fi 507 
be venerable! Mr. Weſley, in a Seriuom he 
preached at St. Mary's Oxfor „ before the Univer-' 
ity," ih the year 1744, expreſſes himſelf ſo woll on 


this point; that Thall 'tranſeribe part of What he 


favs, Khieh may be confidered as the 2 ſenti-" 
ment of the Metbodiſts. Speaking o the extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Spirit, he ſays, #* Whether theſe 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were eſigned to remain in 
the Church throughout all ages; and whether or no 
they will be reſtored at the nearer approach of the 
reſtitutibi M all things; are queſtions which it is not 
weedfil'to decide. But it is neceſſary to obſerve 
this; thät even in the infuncy of the Church, God 
Avia them with a ſparing hand. Were att eren 


then Prophets? "Were all rs of miracles? "Haul 


all the gifts of. healing? Did alt peut with tongues 
No, in nowiſe. Perhaps not one in a*thoufand!! 
Probably none but the teachers in the Church, aud 
only ſome of them. It was, therefore, for a more 
— purpoſe than _ that they were all > 
571 2 vit 


Wanne 3 


T3 
with the Holy Ghoſt. It was to give them (what 
none can deny to be eflential to all Chriſtians in 
every age) the mind which was in Chinin, thoſe holy 
fruits of the Spirit, which whoſoever hath not, is 
none of his; to fill them with love, ou, peace,  long- 
fufering, gentleneſs ;. to endue them with faith, 
(perbaps it might be rendered-fidelity,) with aneek- 
neh and temperance; (Gal. v. 22, 28, 24:;) to enable 
them to cruciſy dhe fleſh with its affections. and lufts, 
its and deſires ; and, in eonſequence of that 
inward change, to fulfil all outward. righteouſneſs, 
to walk as Chriſt alſo walked, in the work faith, 
the patience hope, the labour, of love. 
It appears from the Book/ of Common Prayer, 
that the opinion of the Methodiſt: xeſpeQting inſpi- 
ration is able to that of the Reformers, and 
the Compilers of the Liturgy. Send thy Holy 
Ghoſt and pour into our hearts that moſt excellent 
gift of Charity, me very bond of aner, and all yir- 
— Collect for Quinquagefima Sunday“ O 
Lord, from whom all good things do come; Grant 
to us thy humble ſcrvants, that by thy holy inſpi- 
ration we may think theſe things that be good, and 
by thy merciful ung may perform the ſame, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt, / ' 5th Sun after Eaſter, —. 
Me beſeech thee: lee us not comfortleſs ; but 
ſend us thy Holy Ghoſt to aner us, 8c. Sun. 
after — — Lord of all power = might, 
who art the author! and giver of all good things; 
graſt in our kearts the love of: thy name, increaſe in 
us true religion, nouriſh us with all goodneſs, and 
of thy great mercy, keep us in the Koni &c. 
nabas Day. And once more, © Cleanſe the thoughts 
of our hearts, by the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily mag: 
thy holy name,” 8&c, Com. Service. 
t is true, many of the Methodiſt preachers pro- 
i to be ?moardly moved by the Holy | to preach 


(#® ) 
the Goſpel; which is alſo, the caſe with every Cler- 


gyman, when he enters, into Holy Orders. But 
none of the, Methodiſt Preachers with whom I am 
acquainted, ſpeak on this ſubject as you repreſent 
them; they do not ſay, they have an extraordinary, 
inſpiration lil that of: the Apofiles. No, they ſpeał 
the words of truth and. ſoberneſs. They ſay that 
they were once enemies to God by wicked, works, 
but are now reconciled unto him through the death 
of his Son, Rom. v. 10. That baving themſelyes 
tafted that the Lord is gracious, and obtained that 
peace which paſſeth underſtanding, they feel an ar- 
dent deſire that others may partake of the Tame 
grace, and enjoy the ſame comfort. They fee mul- 
titudes, ſor whom Chriſt died, ſerving divers luſts 
and pleaſures; following the devices and defires of 
their own hearts ; living in the practice of drunken- 
neſs, prophane ſwearing, breaking the Sabbath, Sc.; 
in ſhort, diſhonouring God, injuring; men, and feek- 
ing death in the erxor-of their life. They look on 
theſe with pity, they pray for them, they echort 

em to flee from the wrath to come, point them 
to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the n of 
the world, and ſhow them the way of ſalvation, 
by grace through faith: They attribute all this to 
the Holy Spirit; becauſe they know that “ all: holy: 
deres, all good counſels, and all juſt works- do pre- 
cced from above, from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turn- 
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- * Tt muſt be allowed that the Methodiſt Preachers pray for pe: 

cultar-affiſtatice in their ſacred 9 ante oy pd and are frequently 
indulged with it. They are enabled to read, mark, learn, and 
INWARDLY DIGEST” the Holy Scriptures. Their underſtand- 


ings are opened; their views of divine Wings are extended; 
and their hearts are inflamed with love (o the ſouls of men, and 


(1) 


When I firſt looked over your Treatiſe, I was at 
a loſs to account for the grofs miſrepreſentations it 
contains. Charity forbade the ſuppoſition that you 
had deſignedly and deliberately propagated falſec 
bod. Indeed had you known it to be ſuch, a re- 
rd for your on reputation would have reſtrained 
you! from publiſhing that to the World, which thous 
fants;” even in this county, could refute. Will you 
bear with me, Sir, if I ſay, that a deſire to put the 
beſt conſtruction on your motives and deſigns, has 
ed me to this cone luſion, that your mind was not 
in a proper ſtate to form à juſt opinion on the ſub- 
ject. Do not miſunderſtand me, Sir; Ido not mean 
to ſay, that you are wanting; 'either' in natural or 
acquired abilities, to judge with preeiſion; (it re- 
mres no great talents o judge matters of fact. } 

ut, rſt, You do not appear to have had a fufhcient 
knowledge of the Methodiſt Preachers, to have been 
capable of judging aright. Probably your ſituation 
in life is ſuch, that you never had an opportunity of 


fully- informing yourſelf. And how' can a man, 
PO, 11299 0 $7 1% rl cn 1 
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ardent defire for their ſalvation. In delivering truths of infinite 
and eternal importance, their own\ minds are deeply affected; 
and the awful labjeQs, of which they ſpeak, appear to them to 
be intereſting in the higheſt. degree to themſelves and to their 
hearers. Under the inftuence'of” theſe views and feelings, they 
are often conſtrained to ſpeak with great fervour, and at ſuch 
ons, are willing to :mpart, not the Gofficl of God only, but alſo theis 
2 2 Why mould tbe 8 incredible Tu God 
ſhould dias aflilt his ſervants? Is not this what we pray for in the 
Collect, with which this Letter is concluded? The effects are 
pleaſing. Sinners, aſleep in their fins, awake to righteouſnets, 
(4: Cor--xv. 34.;) penitents, oppreſſed. with conſcious guilt, are 
led with comſort; and fincere believers are edified, built up 
in bolineſs. Is it contrary to humility to ſay, on ſuch accafions, 
« Nat I, but the. grace of God that,is in me?” And when the by 
4% kowrs.u/or the”) Preacher an congregation the healthful Spirit 4 his 
grace, ſhould we exclaim, Enthuſiaſm! Fanaticiſm! or gratefully 
acknowledge his unmerited kindneſs and condeicenfſion ? 


nation of | the ſentiments. and conduct of the men 


1 


however ſenſible and learned, judge in à cafe of 
which he has only an imperfect. knowledge? Se- 
condly, XY ow do not appear to have had an unbiaſſed, 
unprejudiged mind: Quite the reverſe From ſome 
cauſe, your mind has been full of ſuch prepofſeſhons 
as would not admit of a ſober, impartial exami- 


1 
*. TE: 


whom you have condemned. al is bun 
Let me entreat you, Sir, to re- examine yon 
Treatiſe; and thro' the whole of it, to keep in mind 
that divine rule of our bleſſed Lord, What/oever yr 


would that men ſhould do unto you, fo do je unto them. 


I cannot omit a remark on what you ſay, page 15, 
on the late Rev. Mr. Weſley. You obſerve, © The 


late Mr. Weſley, that zealous propagator of Metho- 


diſm, ſometimes. expreſſed himſelf concerning ex- 
traordinary divine aſſiſtance, in ſuch a manner as 
ſeemed to indicate that he renounced all claim ta 
it.“ You quote a paſſage from him, in which he 
ſays, I claim no other direction of God's but what 
is common to all believers: J am no otherwiſe in- 
ſpired than you are, if you love God.” Lou add; 
« But this noted Methoddliſt Preacher, oft inconſiſtent, 
and at variance with himſelf, no doubt, frequentiy 
held a very differen: language; a language incom- 
patible with this plain and moſt certain truth; and 
many, if not moſt, of his followers hold the fame:” 
This wants proof. And it is ſomewhat fingular, 


Sir, that you ſhould bring the charge of inconſiſt- 


ency, and indeed fal/e/iood, agalnſt one of acknow-. 
ledged learning and integrity, (now incapable: of 
anſwering you, ) without proof. Mhat! could you 
not find in all his numerous writings any expreſſion 


that would have ſubſtantiated your charge, or, at 


leaſt, have 2 ſome ſhadow of credibility to your 
aſſertion? Or did you imagine that your ipſe dixit 


* 


would paſs for argument, and ſave you thę trouble 


(18). 

of fearching for and producing it? Does this appear 
learned or candid * nan AB uo 2811 Haig: 
It has before been proved that you —_y 
the Methodiſt Preachers with pretending to be in- 

wed as the Apoſtles were. Page 4, [he 

, you ſay, were without doubt, guided infalli- 
bly, fo as to be ſecured from the very poſſibility of 
miſiake.” In the ſame page you obſerve, “Should 
any pretender to inſpiration have the audacity and 
preſumption to ſet up for an infullible guide, we 
may and muſt confider him as either a deceired Fu. 
natic, or an imbious Impoſter. Do I mifunderſtand 
you, Sir? It appears to me that you mean to fix 
the ſtigma of pretended mfallibility on the Metho- 
diſt Preachers, whom with much Chriftian modera- 
tion, you denommate Fanatics. - 'This is a ſerious 
charge; and if it can be proved, the Methodiſt 
Preachers ought to be regarded as deluded men or 
impaſters; and too much cannot be faid to guard 
the people againſt them. But it is amazing that a 
Cle n in Yorkſhire, where there are fo many 
thouſands of Methodiſts, ſnould inſinuate any thing 
of the kind. Whole congregations may riſe up and 
prove it to be a palpable miſrepreſentation. They 
can ſay to you, Our Preachers are ſo far from ſet- 
ting up as infallible guides, that they exhort us to prove 
and examine what they teach. They tell us they 
have underſtandings, and we have underſtandings 
they have the Bible, and wwe have the Bible. 
That we are capable of judging for ourſelves, and, 
that in matters of eternal importance, we ought-to 
judge for ourſelves; it would be dangerous, if not 
wicked, to neglect it. Nay, they ex hort us to imi- 
tate the noble Bereans, who ſearched the ſcriptures 
daily to ſee whether thoſe things they heard were 
true: Every man, acoording to his ability and op- 
portunities, ſhould imitate. that great and good man, 
the late Rev. Mr. Weſley, who writes as follows * 

5 ö the 


( 13 ) 

the Preface to his Sermons. © T6 candid, rea- 
ſonable men. I am not afraid to lay open what have 
been the inmoſt thoughts of my heart. I have 
thought, I am a creature of a day, pafling thro” life 
as an arrow thro” the air. I am a erte come from 
God, and returning to God: juſt hovering over the 
great gulph: till a few moments hence, I am no 
more ſeen ; I drop into an unchangeable eternity! 
I want to know one thing, the way to heaven: how 
to land ſafe on that happy ſhore. God himſelf has 
condeſcended to teach the way; for this very end he 
came from heaven. He hath written it down in a 
Book. O give me that Book! At any price give 
me the Book of God! I have it: here is knowledge 
enough for me. Let me be Jomo“ unius libri. 
Here then I am, far from the buſy ways of men. 1 
fit down alone: only God is here. In his preſence 
I open, I read his Book; for this end, to find.the 
way to heaven. Is there a doubt concerning the 
meaning of what I read? Does any thing appear 
dark and intricate? I lift up my heart to the Father 
of lights. Lord is it not thy word, If any man lack 

wiſdom, let ſum aſk of God ? Thou giveſ liberally 
and upbraideft not. Thou haſt faid, Fan be willing 
to do thy will, he all know. I ami willing to do. 
Let me know thy will. I then fearch after and 
conſider parallel paffages of ſcripture, comparing 
ſpiritual things with ſpiritual. I meditate thereon, 
with all the attention and earneſtneſs of which my 
mind is capable. If any doubt ſtill remains, I con- 
ſult thoſe who are experienced in the things of 
God; and then the writings, whereby being dead, 
they yet ſpeak. And what I thus learn, that 1 
teach.” Does this ſavour of pretended infallibility ? 
Again. Having held out the Methodiſt Preachers 
as a ſet of ignorant men, eſpecially the © common 
e e be, 
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* A man of one Book. 


(#) 


| caft,? you proceed | Page 16, Mark now the ſin- 


gular modeſty of theſe illiterate men! They ſcruple 
not to ſet themſelves above the be, inſtructed, the very 
ableft of thoſe Miniſters,” (i. e. of the eſtabliſhed 
Church,) and to obtrude themſelves upon the World 
as the only fit perſons to preach the Goſpel, and 
who alone teach the truth as it in Jeſus.” 

Here agam, Sir, they muſt appeal to their nume- 


Tous hearers. They highly eſteem the beſt mftrucied, 


the very ableſt of thoſe Miniſlers— They are happy 
to hear them preach, and with them proſperity. 
They rejoice that many in the Churches preach. the 
truth as it is in Jeſus; and, alſo, that their number 
is increaſing. is er 

The beſt way for you, Sir, or any other diſſatis- 
fed or prejudiced perſons, to judge whether the 


Methodiſt Preachers pretend to infallibility, or ſet 


themſeloes up above the beft inſtructed of the Clergy, 
would be to attend their preaching for a few weeks; 
Whoever is above this, ought to ſuſpend. his judg- 
ment: for he certainly is not à proper perſon to b 
as Judge in this caſe. TR 
You will bear with me, Sir, if I take notice of 
another miſrepreſentation. Page 15, © Theſe men 
aſſett a great regard for the doctrines of the Eſta 
bliſhed Church.” They do not Af FEer it: They 
are-fincere in profeſſing a ſtrong attachment to the 
eading Doctrines of the Church, and very frequent- 
y appeal to the Liturgy, Articles and Homilies of 
the Church of England, as well as the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to prove their doctrines. Let me take the 
liberty briefly to ſtate the Doctrines they uſually de- 


liver, as they are expreſſed in the Homilies &c.— 


And this is the more neceſſary, becauſe a great 
majority - of the Members of the Church are un- 
acquainted. with thofe precious» Repoſitories of 
the Proteſtant and Scriptural doctrine of Salvation 
by grace, through faith—the Homilies——If the 
— — SS —— — e Author 
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Author of a * Treatiſe on Infpiration, ” &c. will take 


the trouble to go through a Pariſh in Town or Coun- 
try, and aſk every individual what he thinks of the 
Homilies; he will find, it is to be feared, that not 
one 1n twenty knows what they are. The Funa- 
ties, as you call them, find that, when they 7rft vifet 
a village, and prove what they advance from Scrip- 
ture, and then from their own Prayer-Book, and 
laſtly from the Homilies, the countenances of the 
people are expreſſive of ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment. 
The Book of Common Prayer never before appear- 
ed to them ſo full of wholeſome doctrine; and as 
for the Homilies, the greater part of the congrega- 
tion never heard of them before. This is tact. 
< But to return from this digreſſion. 

The principal ſubject of Methodiſt Seimons are 


as alto we- Tit. They conſtantly affirm, that man 


is in a ſinful, loſt, ruined, and helpleſs ſtate, and 
that his Salvation flows from the mere merey of 
God, thro' Chriſt Jeſus. This is taught in the Ho- 
mily on the Mifery of Man. Part II. «Of ours 
felves, and by ourſelves, we have no goodnefs, help, 
or Salvation, but contrariwiſe damnation, and death 
everlaſting; which if we deeply weigh and conſi- 
der, we ſhall the better underſtand the great mercy 
of God, and how our Salvation cometh only by 

Chriſt. For in ourſelves, as of ourſelves; we find 
nothing whereby we may be delivered from this 
miſerable captivity, into the which we are caſt 
thro' the envy of the Devil, by breaking of God's 


commandment in our firſt Parent Adam. We are 


all become unclean; but we are not able to cleanſe 
ourſelves, nor to make one another of us clean. 

We are by nature the children of God's wrath; but 
we are not able to make ourſelves the childrew. and 


inheritors of God's glory. We are ſheep run aſtray; 


but we cannot of our own' power come again to the 
Sheepfold, fo great is our weakneſs. God of his 
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aud mercy ſaveth us, and ſetteth out his excecding 
love towards us, in that, of his own voluntary good- 
neſs, when we were periſhed, he ſaved us, and pro- 
vided an everlaſting kingdom for us. And all theſe 
heavenly treaſures are given us, not for our own 
deſerts, merits, or good deeds, (which of ourſelves 
we have done,) but for his own mere mercy 
+ freely.” —See the whole Homily. . 

REPENTANCE TOWARDS GoD is frequently, 
almoſt conſtantly, introduced into the diſcourſes of 
the Methodiſt Preachers. This, according to the 
Homily on Repentance, implies, (I.) “ Contrition 
of the heart: For we mult be earneſtly ſorry for our 
ins, and unfeignedly lament and bewail that we 
have by them fo gricvoutly offended our moſt boun- 
teous and merciful God, who ſo tenderly loved us, 
that he gave his only begotten Son to die a_moſt 
bitter death, and to thed his blood for our redemp- 
tion and deliverance.” Under this head they often 
quote thoſe excellent words in the Communion Ser- 
vice, fo expreſſive of the feelings of a true penitent, 
* the remembrance of our fin is grievous, the bur- 
den intolerable.” {2.) © An unfeigned confeſſion and 
acknowledgment of our fins unto God, that if he 
ſhould deal with us according to his juſtice, we de 
deſerve a thouſand hells, if there were ſo many.” 
Homily on Repentance. This is enforced upon 
their hearers, as abſolutely neccflary to ſalvation ; 
and the general conſeſſion in the daily ſervice is pro- 
duced, very frequently, as ſuitable on this occaſion, 
4 Almighty and moſt merciful Father, we have erred 
and ſtrayed from thy ways like loſt ſheep,” &c. 
Another thing included in repentance, is “ amend- 
ment, or new life, in-bringing forth fruits worthy of 
repentance.” Hom, on Rep. This repentance, they 
teach, is the gift of God, though the act of the ſin- 
ner. Hence they can, with ſincerity, ſay, “ Let 
us beſecch God to grant us true repentance _ 

is 
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his IIoly Spirit, that thoſe things may pleaſe him 
which. we do at this preſent, and that the reſt of 
our life hereafter may be pure and holy.” 

_ Fuith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift is likewiſe inſiſted 
upon as neceſſary to ſalvation. By Faith they mean, 
not only a belief of the Hiſtory and DoQtrines of 
Jeſus Chriſt; but, alſo, a view of the ſuitableneſs 
of Jeſus as a Saviour, —a cordial, embracing of 
him,—and dependence on him for falvation” By 
this faith we obtain the forgiveneſs of fins, and are 
juſtified in the fight of God. This faith produces 
tove to God and man, and univerſal obedience. to 


the precepts of the Goſpel. Ihe Homily. on ſal- 


vation, Part III. expreſſes the ſame thing in the 
following manner: For the right and true Chriſ- 
tian faith, is not only to believe that Holy Scripture 
and all the articles of our faith, are true; but alſo 
to have a ſure truft and confidence in God's merci- 
ful promiſes to be ſaved from everlaſting damnation 
by Chriſt ; whereof do follow a loving heart to obey 
his commandments. And this true Chriſtian faith, 
neither any devil hath, nor yet any man, who-in the 
outward profeſſion of his mouth, and in his out- 


ward receiving of the ſacraments, in coming to the 


church, and in all other outward appearances, ſeem- 


eth to be a Chriſtian man, and yet in his living and 


deeds ſhoweth the contrary: For how can a man 
have this true faith, this /ure fruft and confidence in 
God, that by the . merits: of Chriſt his fins be 
forgiven, and he reconciled to the favour of God, 
and to be partaker of the kingdom of heaven by 
Chriſt, when he liveth ungodly, and denieth Chriit 
in his deeds? Surely no ſuch ungodly man can have 
this faith and truſt in God.” Do, men who profeſ6- 
edly dwell on the above topics, only AFFECT to have 
a great regard tor the dottrines of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church? If any doubt the truth of theſe aſſertions, 
I would only fay, hear for yourſelves, and THEN 


JUDGE, | 
The 
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The next thing I take notice of, is what you ſay! 
page 13, on the "neceſſary qualifications for a right 
underſtanding of the New Teſtament. F irt, A 

tent knowledge of- that language in which 
the Apoſtles left thoſe Scriptures Written; becauſe 
the Engliſh tranſlation of them being'in'many places 
incorrect and faulty, he who does not underſtand 
the original, cannot poſſibly rectify the falſe read- 
ing, but mult always take the text, When corong, as 
well ag-when right, in the ſenſe in which it is given * 
It muſt be allowed that the knowledge of languages. 
is an embelliſhment, and a critical "knowledge of 
Greek an advantage to a Preacher. He may per- 
oevwe many beauties in the ſacred text; of Which the 
readers of a tranſlation are infenſible. But it would 
be difficult to prove the knowledge of Greek to be 
nevefſury in order to explain and enforce the do- 
trines before mentioned, viz. The depravity of hu: 
man nature, repentance towards God, and faith in 
dur Lord Fefus Chriſt, produeing holineſs of heart 
and life; ſubjects theſe of the greateſt importance, 
as they are connected with the vitals of Chriſtianity: 
See Acts xx. 20. * kept back nothing that was pro- 
fitable unto you; but have ſhowed 1 your, ad. have taught 
you publicly, and. from houſe to houſe, teſtifyins 1 re- 
pentance towards God and JOE" opp rp our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.” | 

The Paghth, I believe, 18 Allowed by conpeten⸗ 

jullges, to be a'good tranſlation; perhaps it is better 
than/any other tranſlation extant. The errors which 
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* All is not gold that glitters, nor is every man learned who 
pretends. to be w. To ſhow your erudition, you infert a few 
Greek charadters in the title page, taken from Rev. ii. 2. In 
that quotation there: are, however, two miſtakes, which any 
boy, who has tearned the Rudiments of Greek, could correct. 
By putting «va, for Lys, and £864 for ci, you have made it 
nonſenſe. - If it be ſaid the errors are typographical; why were 


they not corrected in the errata ?—Mat. vii. * 4. is well worth 
your attention, 
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which it is charged, do not affect the eſſential doc: 
trines of the Goſpel ; but moſtly relate to curious, 
diſputable points, of which. a man may be ignorant 
without injury. And, perhaps, if the tranſlators 
were alive to explain their own terms, all the errors 
would be corretted. Do not you obſerve, Sir, that 


while you are ſtriking at iterate Methodiſt Preach» 


ers, you wound the reputation of thoſe learned men 
who were employed in tranſlating our Bible ? You; 
in effect; charge them with zgnorance ! or ſomething 
worſe; and encourage the vulgar to exclaim, © Wha 
fall decide ; Doctors diſagree!” This, I fear, will 
not ſerve the cauſe. of Chriſtianity!!! Ws, 

« Another requiſite” you obſerve, page 13, * for 
rightly underſtanding the ſacred volume, is a perfect 
acquaintance. with thoſe Jewiſh (not to mention 
Pagan) rites and ceremonies, thoſe religious obſerv- 
ances, cuſtoms and uſages, to which our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles in almoſt every page of it allude; 
without a proper knowledge of which, their mean- 
ing very often cannot be fully and truly, if at all, 
apprehended.” here is much propriety in this re- 


mark, and it is hoped every Methodiſt Preacher will 


endeavour to gain the neceſſary information. Will 
you permit me to add, that if you had duly 
attended to this, it is probable you would have 
given a different turn to John xx. 22. introduced 
by you p. 2. Your eriticiſm is very curious. Let 
us now attend to the ſtrict meaning of the word In- 
ſpiration. This term is derived from the Latin word 
inſpiro; which ſignifies to breathe in or upon: 

ſo that the Apoſtles were inſpired in the ſtricteſt 
| ſenſe of the term, which no one elſe. ever was, our 
Lord not having vouchſafed to breathe on any but 
them.” Poor Paul! thou wert not there! Well 
mighteſt thou ſay, I was born out of due time] To 


be ſerious. Do you mean to ſay that the breath 


from the body of Jeſus entered into every one pre- 
ſent, and that that breath was the Holy Ghoſt ? 
May 
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May we not rather conſider him as adopting the 
manner of the Eaſtern Doctors and Prophets, who, 
in teaching, frequently imprefſed the mmds of their 
diſciples by ſymbolical actions? In this view of the 
paſſage, Jeſus, by breathing on his diſciples, ſigni- 
fied, that by the inviſible energy of his — 7 F he 
would confer upon them the gitts of the Spirit. 

What yeu advance, page 3, on the ſubject of 
inſpiration, or divine aid, deſerves conſideration. 
Speaking of divine aid, &c. you aſſert, “ That it is 
not done in a perceptible manner, we all know; and 


therefore it incon/e/tibly follows, that the Divine Spi- 
rit, when preſent with us, 7s imperceptibly b. It 


ſeems neceſſary to be obſerved here, that the influ- 


_ ence of the Spirit, which we very properly term 


Grace, 1s not perpetually, or uninterruptedly con- 
tinued: For as it is not given when not wanted, ſo 
it is vouchſafed to thoſe only who deſerve it; and when 
by their vicious conduct, men render themſelves un- 
worthy of the favour, it is then withdrawn and 
withheld from them. But when ſo withheld it is 
not, however, irrecoverably loſt ; for by proper ap- 
plication it may be regained, To which 1 hall 
only add, that as they ho are favoured with this 
divine communication perceive not when it is made 
them, ſo they are no/ ſenſible when it is interrupted 
or ſuſpended.” Let us 6xamine this. That it is 
not done in a perceptible manner we all know; what 
all? ) and therefore it inconteftibly follows, that the 
Divine Spirit, when preſent with us, is 7mpercep- 
tibly fo.” 

It is obſe ved by the Author you have quoted | in 


the Introduction, page 5, © We know no more of 


the Er. s of the Spirit than we know of the 


wind.“ (Alluding to John 111. 8. © The wind blow- 


eth 1 it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound 

thereof; but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and 

whither it goeth: ſo is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.“ 
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Spirit.” Granted: But is the wind mperceptible 
T is true, we cannot ſèee it, but we can feel. it, we 
can fee its efects. Try to convince a man who is: 
almoſt ſtiffened by a piercing north wind in January, 
that the influence. of the wind is imperceptible.— 
Tell him you can mconteſtibly prove it, - philoſo- 
phize upon it, —criticxe on the Latin word for wind, 
and ſhow your ro erudition. The man would 
tell you, Fact is 
whom the Spirit is convincing of ſin, becauſe of un- 
belief, (John xvi. 9.) painfully feels his influence. 
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See Homily on Faſting. Part I. When men tel in 
themſelves the heavy burden of ſin, ſee damnation to- 
be the reward of it, behold with the eye of their 


mind the horror of hell, they tremble, they quake, 


and are inwardly touched with ſorrowfulneſs of 
heart, and cannot but accuſe themſelves, and open 


their grief unto Almighty God, and call upon him 


for mercy.“ | 
Do ve not perceive. it when after a long and hard 


froſt the South wind melts the ice and ſnow, and 
ſoftens the ground; and is not the ſenſation agree- 
able? So when the Holy Spirit ſheds abroad his love 
in the heart of the penitent ſinner, (Rom. v. 5.) and 


fills him with divine conſolation; (1 Peter i. 8.) 


he is agreeably ſenſible of the Spirit's influence.“ 


6 Godly men feel inwardly God's Holy Spirit in- 
flaming their hearts; Homily on certain portions of 
Scripture. Part IJ. * God give us grace to know theſe 
things, and feet them in our hearts. This know- 
ledge and feeling*is not of ourſelves. Let us then 
meeckly call upon the bountiful Spirit, the Holy 
Ghoſt to inſpire us with his preſence,” &c. Homily 

tor Rogation Week. Part III. | 
Is it rational to ſuppoſe that the following excel- 
lent prayer can be anſwered, and a man be nun- 
ſible of it? © O God, who haſt prepared for them 
that love thee, ſuch good things as paſs man's un- 
D *.,*» > » derfitaniding. 


act: I painfully feel it. So a man 
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derſtanding. Pour info our [Hearts ſuch love to- 
wards thee, that we loving thee above all things, 
may obtain thy promiſes, which exceed all that we 
can defire,” 8&c. Coll. 6th Sunday after Trinity. 

Every time the Reverend Author of a, Treati/e 
on Inſpiration,” &c. reads the Communion Service, 
he prays, © Cleanſe. the thoughts of our hearts, by 
the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may per- 
fectly love thee, and worthily: magnify thy, holy 
name.” Do you think, Sir, the anſwer of this 
prayer can be received, and the heart, naturally de- 
ceitful above all things and deſperately wicked, (Jer. 
Xxvii. 9.) be made clean within us, and we be ixſen- 
feble of the operation? | 

If we can neither percezve when we are aſſiſted, 
nor be © /enfible” when that aſſiſtance is /uſpended,” 
what an uncomfortable, diſtrefling ſtate of doubt 
and uncertainty muſt a man be in who feels the 
force of the following paſſage, Rom. viii. 9. 14. Ye 
are not in the fleſh, but in the Spirit, 1f ſo be that the 
Spiret of God DWELL IN You. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 

ſons of God.“ | BY 
* I will diſmiſs this point by defiring you, Sir, to 
read and conſider, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The natural 
man 


_—_— * * th 2 * "4 Ss... a n 8 


* Said or Sung at the Ordination of Prieſts. 


Come Holy Ghoſt, our Souls inſpire, 
And lighten with celeſtial fire; 

Thou the anointing ſpirit art, 

Who doſt thy ſev'nfold gifts impart. 
Thy bleſſed unction from above, 

Is comfort, life, and tire of love. 

Enable with perpetual light, 

The dulneſs of our blinded fight; 
Anoint and cheer our foiled face, 
With the abundance of thy grace. 


I: all this imperce/etible , 
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man receiveth not the things of the Spirit God: 
for they are fooli/hneſs unto him; neither can he know 


them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” ' 
Every thinking perſon who knows himſelf will 


agree with you page 3, that the influence of lie 


Spirit is not given but when wanted.” But he muſt 
obſerve, at the ſame time, IT Is ALWAYS WANT- 
ED, For he remembers the words of his Lord. 
« Without me ye can do nothing.” John xv. 5. 
Nor does he ſeruple to uſe St. Paul's words, Rom. 
viii. 26. Likewiſe the ſpirit alſo helpeth our in- 


ſirmities: For we know not what to pray for as we 


ought, but the ſpirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for 
us, with groanings that cannot be uttered.” , _. 

Further you affirm, in the ſame page, 17 1s 
VOUCHSAFED TO THOSE ONLY WHO DESERVE 
IT.” —Alas! who can fay, I deſerve it? This ſtrikes 


at the very root of the doctrines, of the eſtabliſled 


Church. See Article XIII. © Works done before 
the grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 
are not pleaſant to God, for as much as they ſpring 
not of faith in Jeſus, neither do they make men meet 
fo receive grace, or (as the School Authors ſay) DE- 
SERVE grace of congruity : yea rather, for that they 
are not done as God*hath willed and commanded 
them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 
nature of Sin.” —The * beſt inftructed” of the Clergy 
muſt have painful feelings while they ſee the Doc- 
trines of the Church ſo undermined by one of her 
Sons; and A CLERGYMAN;TO0!|!! | | 
To conclude. When we conſider the ſtate of 
Religion in this Country—The great ignorance of 
thouſands in divine things—their total want of re- 
ligious concern; the prevalence of fin and pro- 
faneneſs, and above all, the rapid increaſe, of. infi- 
delity ; every man who ſincerely attempts to pro- 
mote the knowledge and practice of Chriſtianity, 
deſerves praiſe, rather than blame. Happy would 
| FM | it 
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